


• Octagon Media 
• Cornerstone Government Affairs 
• The Cirlot Agency 

 
Covalent Logic LLC/Foster Relations were found to be nonresponsive because their bid was 
received after the deadline. CrumbSnatchers Marketing and Copperwing Design were found to be 
nonresponsive because they did not meet the criteria in 3.4.1(a) entitled Prior Experience.  
 

 
The following submissions were found to be responsive and were evaluated according to the 
criteria stated in the solicitation.  We announce our intent to award contracts to the following 
vendors upon approval by the Public Procurement Review Board.   
 

Vendor(s) Projected 5 Year Contract Total 
Maris Baker & West 
The Focus Group  
Mad Genius, Inc. 

$20,000,000.00 

 
We would like to thank each vendor for your time and efforts in preparing a response to this 
solicitation.  Additional information may be found in the Evaluation Committee Report attached 
hereto.  
 
We invite you to contact Dorthy Young, Chief Procurement Officer, if you would like to request 
a post-award vendor debriefing where we can share with you any applicable information about 
your response including significant weaknesses or deficiencies, technical ratings, and overall 
ranking specific to your company’s response. This debriefing is a meeting and not a hearing; 
therefore, legal representation is not required. However, if you prefer to have legal representation 
present, you must provide notification prior to the scheduled meeting so that we can also have 
legal representation present.  Your request for debriefing must be received within three (3) business 
days after the issuance of this notice or no later than, Friday, May 3, 2024. 
 
Vendors are reminded that any protests of this decision must be submitted to Dorthy Young, Chief 
Procurement Officer, within seven (7) calendar days after the issuance of this notice or no later 
than Tuesday, May 7, 2024.  The protest must be received in writing by U.S. mail or delivery, 
identify the name and address of the protestor, provide appropriate identification of the 
procurement and resulting contract number (if known), and detail the nature of the protest, 
including available supporting exhibits, evidence, or documents to substantiate any claims. 
 
The successful vendors are instructed not to begin work, purchase materials, or enter subcontracts 
relating to the project or services until execution of the contract. 
 
We appreciate your interest in doing business with the State of Mississippi. 
 
 
 
 







Covalent Logic LLC/Foster Relations were found to be nonresponsive because their bid was 
received after the deadline. CrumbSnatchers Marketing and Copperwing Design were found to 
be nonresponsive because they did not meet the criteria in 3.4.1(a) entitled Prior Experience. 

MSDH adhered to the applicable provisions of the Public Procurement Review Board, Office of 
Personal Service Contract Review Rules and Regulations, as well as agency guidelines, to evaluate 
the proposals received to ensure that each received a comprehensive, fair, and impartial 
evaluation. The evaluator committee evaluated the proposals as described in the RFQ, 
consisting of the Compliance and Analysis phases.  A description of the evaluation process is 
provided in Section 4- Evaluation and Award, beginning on page 19 of the RFQ.  Specifically, 
the evaluation factors and their weight included Cost 35% and Management 65%.

As a result of the evaluation process described herein, the proposals are ranked by vendor in order 
of final score, highest to lowest as follows: 

Vendor Total Rank 
Maris Baker & West 97.5 1 
The Focus Group 93.25 2 
Mad Genius, Inc. 93 3 
The Ramey Group 91.25 4 
Octagon Media 89.5 5 
The Cirlot Agency 85.75 6 
Alpha Media USA, LLC 72.5 7 
Cornerstone Government Affairs 63.125 8 

*Covalent Logic, LLC/Foster Relations, CrumbSnatchers Marketing, and Copperwire Designs
were determined nonresponsive.*

Attached is the Evaluation Composite Scoresheet Summary.  The evaluation committee was 
comprised of the following individuals based on their knowledge and experience related to the 
services being solicited. The evaluation committee consisted of the following MSDH employees: 

Committee Member Title 
Christina Adcock Senior Deputy 
Nikki Johnson, DrPH, MPH Director, Office of Health Equity 
Melissa Parker, CPM Assistant Senior Deputy 
Martha Grace Gray Multimedia Supervisor, Communications 

Based on the evaluation results, the evaluation committee recommends that the agency enter into  
agreements with Maris Baker & West, The Focus Group, and Mad Genius, Inc., for four years, 
with one (1) one year option to renew in accordance with the terms as specified in the RFQ and 
agreed to by the independent contractor(s).  The contract has an estimated  value of 
$16,000,000.00 for a period of four (4) years. MSDH reserves the right to exercise an option to 
renew the contract for one (1) successive year under the same prices, terms, and conditions as in 
the original contract. The total number of renewal years permitted shall not exceed one. 








